Improvements in the Cataloging of 
Perfins 
John F. Lyding (L116) 


"Perfins of the Comptoir National 
d'Escompte de Paris" by Jan Prins ap- 
peared in the July/August 1976, edition 
of The Perfins Bulletin. The illustrations 
that accompanied that article are repro- 
duced later in this article along with the 
same illustrations from the new catalog, 
Timbres Perfores: France et Colonies. 
The intent is two-fold: 1. To illustrate 
the improvements in cataloging since 
1979, and 2. To publicize the French 
Catalog which is available from our 
Catalog Sales and Distribution Chairman. 
The Prins' article as been reproduced 
here followed by some of the illustrations 
out of the newer catalog. 
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"Perfins of the Comptoir National 
d'Escompte de Paris" 


Jan Prins 


The Comptoir National d'Escompte de 
Paris, one of the largest banks in France, 
was founded on June 11, 1889. They are 
affiliated with the French American 
Banking Corporation in New York 
(perfin FA/BC). 


Apart from a few hundred branches in 
France, they had offices in Algeria, 
Tunisia, Monaco, and Madagascar. In 
the last-mentioned country, there were 
three branches, at Tananarive, Diego 
Suarez, and Majunga. In Port Said 
(Egypt) the Comptoir National 
d'Escompte de Paris had a branch, and 
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the perfin C.N. can be found on the Great Britain (London), Belgium 


stamps of the French post office in Port (Brussels), and in Spain. 
Said. 
In the beginning, the CNE perfin was 
In Egypt, two perfins C.N. were used, used, but later there was a change to the 
and in Tangier (Morocco) the perfin CN initial. To avoid confusion, it should 
C.N. has been found on the stamps of the be noted that two CN types of France 
German Offices in Morocco. were not used by CNE, but by other 


firms listed below. 
In Europe, the CNE has branches in 
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